	1600
	1700
	1800
	1900
	2000

	The Licensing Act of 1662 

1695 act lapsed leading to a relaxation of government censorship
	1702 Statute of Anne

1787: U.S. Constitution 

1790: Copyright Act of 1790


	1831: Revision of the Copyright Act 

1870: Revision of Copyright Act 

1886: Berne Convention

1891: International Copyright Treaty 


	1909: Revision of the U.S. Copyright Act

1976: Revision of the U.S. Copyright Act

1988: Berne Convention

1990: Circulation of Computer Software

1992: Amendment to Section 304 of Title 17

1995: Release of the White Paper

1996: TRIPS Agreement

1996: Database Protection Legislation

1996: World Intellectual Property Organization (W.I.P.O.) 

1998: Sonny Bono Copyright Term Extension Act 

1998: Digital Millenium  Copyright Act 

1999: Digital Theft Deterrence and Copyright Damages Improvement Act 


	2000: Librarian of Congress Issued Ruling on DMCA 

2002: Consumer Broadband and Digital Television Promotion Act (S. 2048) Introduced in Senate 

2002: U.S. Supreme Court Hears Challenge to 1998 Copyright Term Extension Act 

2002: Senate Approves Distance Education Legislation 




THE PUBLIC DOMAIN
 Definition:  A public domain work is a creative work that is not protected by copyright and which may be freely used by everyone.  The reasons that the work is not protected include: 
(1) the term of copyright for the work has expired;

(2) the author failed to satisfy statutory formalities to perfect the copyright

(3) the work is a work of the U.S. Government.   

	DATE OF WORK
	PROTECTED FROM
	TERM

	Created 1-1-78 or after
	When work is fixed in tangible medium of expression
	Life + 70 years1(or if work of corporate authorship, the shorter of 95 years from publication, or 120 years from creation


	Published before 1923
	In public domain 
	None


	Published from 1923 - 63
	When published with notice
	28 years + could be renewed for 47 years, now extended by 20 years for a total renewal of 67 years. If not so renewed, now in public domain


	Published from 1964 - 77
	When published with notice
	28 years for first term; now automatic extension of 67 years for second term


	Created before 1-1-78 but not published
	1-1-78, the effective date of the 1976 Act which eliminated common law copyright

	Life + 70 years or 12-31-2002, whichever is greater

	Created before 
1-1-78 but published between then and 12-31-2002
	1-1-78, the effective date of the 1976 Act which eliminated common law copyright
	Life + 70 years or 12-31-2047 whichever is greater


Timeline of Intellectual Property Events
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